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Abstract:

This article examines the history of the Periplus of the Erythreacan Sea by
presenting the historical material that was mentioned in it about the places and kings
of ancient Yemen on the corresponding Musnad inscriptions, which could be dated
to the first century AD. It seems clear that this book was written in a period in which
the commercial activity of some The ancient Yemeni towns and ports located in
the central highlands and the southern corner of Yemen, such as Zafar, as-Saw3,
Sukur, Tuban, and the ports of Mawza: and Aden, by virtue of the geographical
locations of those places overlooking the western coasts of the Red Sea and Bab al-

Mandab all the way to the Gulf of Aden.

This commercial activity and political stability is evidenced by other
Musnad inscriptions - other than the two inscriptions (Sharabl as-Sawa 1;
Mahyhb-Sami* 1 = Sirbit 1), which referred to the important Yemeni towns
mentioned in the Periplus of the Erithrean Sea during the first century AD, as
prosperous commercial stations that linked all the towns of the southwestern corner
and the eastern valleys with the coasts of the Red and Arabian Seas. Among those
inscriptions is the inscription (RES 4329), which dates back to the first half of the
first century AD.

This date is confirmed for us by the data of four other inscriptions
mentioned the town of Zafar during that period (FB-Hawkam 3; Ry 497; MuB
554; Ja 2898). In addition to other inscriptions (Haj-al-‘Adi 21; Haj-al-Ad1 59)
confirming the flourishing of the commercial activity of the towns of the central
highlands and the towns located in the southern corner overlooking the Gulf of
Aden during the first century AD. These two inscriptions were found in Wadi
Harib, and they increase the possibility of the date of the Periplus book during that
period, as well as the two inscriptions (Haj-al-Adi 90; Haj-al-Ad1 91) that
mentioned the town of Zafar and its political and economic importance to the

towns of the eastern valleys during the first century AD.

This political and economic status of the town of Zafar is consistent with
what was stated in the Periplus of the Erythreaean Sea, as it is firstly the seat of the
rule of the king of the Sabaeans, Himyarites, and merchants of the towns of
Qataban, and secondly because it is a link between sea trade and internal trade east
and north, in addition to being a cultural center that transmits manifestations of

other civilizations as a result Its economic and cultural fame during the first century

AD.
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